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State Senator

Win
Smith, Jr.

I take my responsibilities as your state senator seriously. That
means meeting with constituents at the “office hours” I hold in
Orange, Milford and West Haven, attending community events that
provide me with the opportunity to hear your ideas and respond to
your concerns and, sometimes, even creating forums in which
information can be shared and problems alleviated. 

For example, this spring I sponsored a consumer credit coun-
seling workshop at the Milford Senior Center in response to media
reports regarding a surge of predatory lending practices aimed at
local homeowners, especially senior citizens. As a longtime ranking
member of the legislature’s Banks Committee, I participated in 
the workshop along with several other experts from both state
agencies and community organizations with expertise in housing
and lending issues. That day we provided a great deal of useful
information to people who need it. 

Earlier this year I participated in several community public 
hearings regarding the proposed Norwalk-to-Middletown power 
line project. More recently, I have been working to help the work-
ers who will be affected by planned layoffs at Bic Company and the

NRG Devon Power Plant,
both in Milford. As their
state senator, it is my inten-
tion to do everything in my
power to ensure that they
receive the help they need to
land on their feet, and to be
able to continue to provide
for their families.  

If there is an issue with
which you would like some
assistance, please contact
me.

Leadership at Home & in Hartford
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State  Senator

Win
Smith, Jr.

Burying the Power Lines
I am extremely pleased to assure everyone who lives in the communi-

ties most affected by the proposed Norwalk-to-Middletown power line 
project that legislation we passed this year requires both the utility 
companies and the Connecticut Siting Council to bury high-voltage 
power lines whenever possible.

This is an extremely important victory for the thousands of people 
who live in my district, and the thousands who live elsewhere along the
project route, who clearly expressed their concerns regarding the potential
long and short term effects of electromagnetic radiation. While no one 
disputes the need for sufficient and reliable electricity, I do not believe 
that the power should come with a risk to our health, or the health of
future generations. I am proud to have worked with the Milford/Orange/
West Haven legislative delegation, and legislators from other areas of the
state to get this landmark legislation passed. 

Notifying Communities Of Contamination 
Because of legislation passed this year, residents of towns and cities

across Connecticut will no longer be kept in the dark about contamination
that occurs in their community. Now, the State Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) will be required to notify municipal 
officials and state legislators when contamination is reported. Furthermore,
signs must be placed on any contaminated property to notify unsuspecting
persons, such as workers.  

I, along with other Milford legislators, introduced this legislation in
response to an incident on the property of the Milford power plant that
led to hearings and a public apology by the DEP. This legislation is
designed to provide communities with the type of protection that could
have prevented many of the difficulties, confusion, and fear that resulted
from the Milford power plant contamination situation. Knowledge is
power. If communities know that a problem, such as contamination, exists,
then residents and government officials can respond quickly. 

Reforming Municipal Revaluation 
As what can most accurately be described as a triumph of common

sense, the General Assembly during our recent special legislative session
agreed to permit municipalities to delay and reschedule revaluation.
Undoubtedly, this legislation will produce enormous savings for 
municipalities and provide tax relief for its residents. 

Among other things, the legislation permits towns and cities to delay
their next scheduled revaluation for the 2003, 2004, or 2005 assessment
year until no later than the 2006 assessment year. Furthermore, it requires
statistical property revaluation to take place every five years, rather than
four years, from the last physical revaluation. Physical revaluations will be
required every ten, rather than every twelve years. 

Dear Neighbor, 
The General Assembly recently 

concluded a very productive, and interesting, legislative session. As I promised
you earlier this year, I did not permit the controversy surrounding Governor
Rowland to distract me from performing my job as your state senator. As
always, serving as your voice in the State Senate is my primary responsibility
and, when you read this report, I think you will agree that the residents of
Orange, Milford and West Haven have reason to be pleased with the work 
of the legislature this year. 

Of course, there is always more work to be done. Like you, I am 
disappointed that the General Assembly, despite achieving many important
goals, did not complete all of the work it set out to do this year. However, 

it often takes more than one year to pass even the best, and most
needed, legislation. So, I will continue to work on your behalf. 

Meanwhile, please continue to share with me your views 
on the issues facing our state and local communities, any 

concerns you might have, and your ideas for improving 
our quality of life. I can be reached at my legislative 
office in Hartford at 1-800-842-1421, or by e-mail at
Win.Smith@po.state.ct.us. I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Sincerely, 

Win Smith, Jr.
State Senator, 14th District 

Investing State Dollars in Our Communities
As a member of the legislature’s Finance, Revenue and Bonding

Committee, and the State Bond Commission, I am pleased to continue
working to secure state funding for projects that improve the quality of 
life in our communities.

For example, the State Bond Commission recently approved a 
$35,000 grant to defray the costs of restoring the tower of Christ 
Episcopal Church, one of West Haven’s true historic landmarks. Earlier
this year, the State Bond Commission approved a $400,000 grant to 
defray the costs of making improvements to Veterans Memorial Park in
West Haven. 

Residents of Orange will be happy to know that the State Bond
Commission recently approved a $44,000 grant toward the restoration 
of the Nathan Bryan-William Andrew House, the oldest home in Orange.
I, and other legislators who represent the town, have worked together 
for the past several years to secure state funding for this historically 
significant project, and will continue to work together to see that this
building is restored and ultimately opened to the public. 

Finally, I continue to co-chair the Devon Revitalization Committee 
that has completed Phase I and is now working on Phase II of the 
long-term project to create a welcoming and beautiful gateway to Milford.
To date, significant funding has been committed to this project. I will 
continue to keep you informed of our progress. 

Expanding PILOT to
include the West Haven 
VA Hospital

Making West Haven eligible to
receive state payments-in-lieu-taxes, 
also known as PILOT, for hosting the 
VA Hospital is a huge victory for the
town’s taxpayers. State law exempts 
non-profit hospitals from local property
taxes, and the state reimburses host 
communities for part of the lost revenue.
However, until now West Haven has not
been able to either levy property taxes 
on or receive PILOT payments for this
federal facility.  

As a result of this legislation, PILOT
payments to West Haven will be phased
in over five years beginning in Fiscal 
Year 2007. 
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